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By thoſe that ſerve, and fear Him: and 


honour the King, who are true ; and ſhew 
forth the way of God in Truth, that heeds 
not the wrath of Man ; nor reſpeds the Per- | 
ſons of Men; but owns the authority of God, 
and are {ybjze& to 1t for Conſcience ſake. 
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The things that are Czfar's rendered unto Czſarz 
"and the things that are God's rendered unto 
God. 


ſhall begih with the laſt, Firſt ; that is our daty towards God, 
4 which is the firſt and great Commandement ; that 'all which 
love Jeſus Chriſt the Lord of Glory do keep by faith that is in 
him; viz. Thou ſhalt love the Lord thy God v#1th all thy beart, and 
with all thy ſoul, and with all thy mind, CAMat: 22. 37, 38. Then 
'thou rendereſt to him his due ; and_that thou may be able to 
.reader.God the Father his due, thou muſt receive the fpirit of his 
Son, the light in thy Conſcienceby believing in it, and ſubje&ing 
toit; { ſtandeſt thou in his countel that leads out cf fin, and 
receives himaho is given for thy leader, which thon followin 
{Walks in him the way,'lives in him the Spirit of Truth,that le 
. Into, all Truth; here is him-in whom the Father i well pleaſed; io 
hearing him:bears the Father in Him , and loving bim with all thy 
heart, and with all thy ſoul, and with all thy mind: thou loveſt the 
Father in him, but out of him chow canft not know him, thou 
canſt not hear him, thou. canſt not love him, nor render nnto 
him che things that are his. | 
This is an 19fallibletruth, and the DoGrine of the Kingdom of 
Heaven, except thou receive the Son of God, the Light of the 
World, the word of faith in thy heart; thou canſt nerer per- 
forme thy duty towards God, nor thy Neighbour ; and this is 
the reaſon why Men cannot render to God the things that are 
Gods; becaule, chey deſpiſe his gift, the Light that ſhines in their 
hearts,jthat is to.give them the true knowledge of him ;' for how 
can Man know the things cf God but by the Spirit of God ? aud 
how isit poſſible to render to God the things that are his, when 
a Man-knows them nt, Par faith, For what man knoweth the 
things of a.man ſ1ve the. ſpirit cf man which i in bim,z even ſothe 
tbings of God knoweth no man but the ſpirit of God, And for that 
wg " & © Purpoſe 


TO ns no On 


FR 


=: * G4) $4 | 
22S purpoſe he teſtifieth they had received the ſpirit of God; Now thi 
\L Emebave reecived not the ſpirit of the world, but the ſpirit which i of 
Ged, that we mighthnow the things that are freely -gzven to ws of God, 
' 1 Cer, 2.11,192, Soa!l tothe Light of Chtift that give* you the 
-erytkowedges onthe. your fenils. remain n,death;;, This4s'the * fall 
ipfallivle Teſti;nony of the [p11 if of God that ſtands fare for ever, 
und all that vainay ir fhaltnot be ablero ftandin Fatſgaieht bur 
ſhall fall betore it, and are condemned by the (piric of xroth in 
their own Contciencesz to which every fpuit ſhall confeſs in the 
me!cy or in Judgment, + "IM 
And $FYdetpiters wonder,and except you'repenit, periſh; and 
thir you mig aot periſh, che ſpirit hath ſtrived; andwhenic ful 
| hath ceaftU it; 1ving, it were better you had never been born; bue 
whereit doth continue ſtriving, barden not your hearts buc, hear 
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his'voice in. the day of his mercy, and let his long ſuffering lead are 
©you fo repentance, leaſt he give you up, andtherebe no remedy; the 
, Sis whey the vengeance comes you may ſeek him, and ſhall not th: 
' find kim, but die 19 your fin, and whether heis gone you cannot " the 

. COME. 

: ** Therefore while you have aday prize it, and ſtand notidle, but " 
py. ihto'the Vineyard while yorrate called, though it be at thEl{t thi 


-hour,if that pals. Thus faith the ſpirit of God, thou haſt no more 
\ for the life of thy ſoul ; a day 'there was in which through tranſ(- {la 
- preſſion thou died to thelife of God ; another day hath the Father 


of life given thee of his free grace and infinite mercy, in which = 
"he calls all to repentance, and faith, to day if you' will bear my voice b 
.. barden not your hearts, Heb, 3, 15. and faith Chriſt, If thou halt | } 
* known even thou at leaſt in this thy day (mark that) the things which  Þ 
* belong unto thy peace, but- now they are bid from thine eyes, Wor 
Te 19.42. | ſon 
| ' Therefore all people mind your call in the day of your Viſita- Ge 
þ ? conand flight it-nor, leaſt you feek him when he wiltnot be fond, the 
forke hath noe promiſed to anſwer thoſe in their will-and time, a 


that do refirſe their call-in his will and time; therefore ic is 
written, ſeck bim- while be my be formd, call pon bim- while be is 
wear + even ſtriving by his ſpirie of truth w thee ;: for if thou 
obey n. t his comma; in ſeeking him when he may be found, thou 

' rendereſt nv t-> God that which he requires of thee, but art of doi 
- that generationthat grieveſt the ſpirit of the' Lord by erting in 
Hoa » £1 thy 
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thy heart, and chaſing the error in heart, and refuſing th 
in the heart,(to lead out of the error) thou periſheth jnthe gain= 
'ſaying,and {0 falls ſhort of che Grace of Go that brings Salvati- 
.on, refulingthe day of merey and grace, falls ſhore cf thy duty, 
» falls ſhort of che promiſes that 15 ta the geed of Faith , 21d fo 
 tramples.the/blood of the Covenant of Salvation,undet foot,and 

never comes to know the things chat belongs to thy everlalting 
peace, bur are hid from thy eyes, othy ſoul 13 lefe deſolate of 
the power of life, under the power of darkneſs, and jn that itate 
- cannot cea(e from fin, nor fulfill the firſt. and great Commande- 
ment, that is to love the Lord thy God, Kc; but onthe contrary 
fulfilleſt che will of che wicked (pirit chat Juſteth after envy, and 
walks in the hatred of God, and his appearance iq his people, and 
art of that ſeed of evil doers, who are tound haters of thoſe chat 
are good, perſecuting and killing, by impriſonments, and baniſhing 
thoſe that walk in the truth,fighting againſt the work of the Lord, 
- that ſhall proſper for ever, aud all his enemies ſhall be infrared in 
the works of their own hands , by which they.went about toin- 
ſaare the innocent, and for ever baniſhed from the preſence of the 
Lord who baniſhed his people for keeping. his Commands ; here 
the envious ſpirit is ſeen, blood thirty Cain is marked out,by the 
works of his bands he is known,that web {lex the innocent of old, 
{layes him now, and the cry is.gone-up, aid. the revenger of the 
innocent. blood is on his way,he chat pleaded with Cain,the mur- 
thering ſpirit then, will plead with it now, and all that are ated 
by it. 
| "Woe eo the Oppreſlors of my People, faith the ſpirit of the - 
Lord God ; for L will tear them in peeces ; and none ſhall be able 
to eſcape nor deliver his own foul; and as they have inthe evil 
ſonghe out and hunted after thoſe that did good, to pnniſh' them 
for the well/doing ; (o ſhall che evil hunt after them, ſearch 
them out, and purſue them; till it hath left chem neither root 
no: branch ; and chew Generatianin wickedae(s, ſhall be cur off 
the Earth, . | | ns 
. But the Generation of the righteous, whotruſt in thename of 
the Lord, and obey the yoice of his ſpirit, and (o keep his com-- 
mands ; whereby. it 15 manifeſt that they lyve him, whea they lay 


down their, lives, ns Tab will may*bedone; thefe are bleſſed, 


aith che ſpirit, of the, Lord God : and ſhall proſper forever; [' 
"= <= | 


have. 


ward 


| 250 "have planted thend fatth'ch&Lor, it # Friitful? Hill, even Sion 
| the Mountain 'ofs my holineſs : where none "ſhall -huer, 4 will 
ſpread them over the Nations, and their branches tothe endgdf 
the 'Earch : 2nd Nations fill be blefſed in them {that 58-00 ſay, 
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In'theic ſpifie) and the People that dwell under the ſhadow: 
their, Tree half Ve happy: ) for-theit dloſſome {half (Ayceteh:the 
Nations, and thejr 2h all fl'theEarth :'and Men ſhall fay 
they artthe bleſltd of ch&Lord; the Sons and Daughters, of the 
moſt high God,” oP. w 04 921 
' "Theſe he the Beople; that now are numbred among tran(sre(. 
ers; and 'efteenied? as ſmiten of God, Men of 'forrowes, "and 
; acqaainted"with griefes, given up to the Spoylers ( the Wolfih 
Shepherds) to be peeled, powled, and ſhorne, and thenfſhin 
'by cruel Impriſonments : as if they had been wade to be deftroyed 
ahd (et for a matk, for every envions, cruel (putt to fhoot it, 
reckned as Men nor fit rofive, in their Native Country ? bytto 
be ſold as Bond-ſlaves, in ativetier Land: and ſo Men parted ahd 
ſeparated from their Wives, Fathers from their dear Children, 
and Children from their Fathers, Servants from their Maſters, 
and Maſters from their Families; aid all becauſe -rhey will not 
detiy "obedience to the Law of their God: bur do render qnito 
"God, the things that are Gods ; atid becanfſe they cannot giveto 


_ "Ceſar the things that are Gods: therefvietrach Ceſar turnedhis 


power againſt them , which God hath given him, to imploy for 
them; and if heliiffer his power co be-abuſed, his people caunot 
_ but ex(peR to ſuffer from, that, which abuſerh the power'; 'and 
cannot, revenge themfelves, becauſe chey ſuffer in rhe behalf of 
him, that hath all power to avenge himfelf, and them that ſuffer 
' for him; for vengeance is his,and to him it belongsto repay: and 
wecannot but render to him the things that are his; for the pox- 
er i5 his, that muſt ariſe and ſave us, for we cannot ſave-our ſelves, 
. by our own-pomer, but are to hougr him, that hath all powerin 
| hishands, in waiting upon him, in'that; inwhich we have found 


+, mercy toour-ſouls: whereby we are kept jn the Lambs patient 


,nature, that doth overcome the beaftly unreaſonable nature, and 

ſo. we witneſs the promiſes fulfilled in ns ; that preacheth'forth, 
+that. he is come in ſpirit, and received of us,; that the Father 
; Hath ſear fg..do his will in us; Whole. wills, ttiar the vertueof 


- his ſpicicual 2ppearatice tnay 'be tnatlemanifeſtin4ll oſethat re- 
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lifer chat in'-the; patience overcomes: all che Devils eninity, and 
through ſufferings manifeſts-its perfe@ nature ; for he that lands” 
ia the wilt.of God; doth his will, and abides in his love : and he- 
that doth not thewill, abjdes notin the love; bur the wrath of 
God abidestipon him: but/ he that” renders unto God his'due, 
ſtands ih the Croſs ico thewilllof Min, -and'Hheeds not'his wrath; 
but reſiſts the ſpirit of the World (that leads into the wickedneſs 
the World lyeth in,Y by the power of the fpirit of truth; that 
leads out'of the World{an#5udgerh'and condemneth che World 


and 2685 '6veY the World) wow. þ by ove clic World, arid he' <3. 


that! is/6 the World 3 { he that dothithe will'of G6, Tandsin 
the higheſt power; and i$in the aiithority of that power which 
ſtands dver him (that 1sin the ſpirit of the World; for the pow-. 
ers that are ordained of God; are to fulfill his will; and info do- 
ing, 'they'or he; in} and*with the power, do render t9'God his' 
dhe :! and fo God is. honored; and the good is done, thar the 
power #9 bridained togoe # biit if any receiving authority, exer- '< 
ciſes hepower,' agamſt theintent of the Ordinance; (that is to. 
dy good): it is againft God!'and afts by the (pirit of darkneſs 
that is in the World, a + at:emnity to-God, 'and againſt the 
ertith {46d would'haveall* dbow egit; becaufe.it is got into the: 
bioh/ plate, where that ſpitie' works its wickedneſs, and pleads 
authority for it;-but the (piFitvf cruth; and they that are in it, 
knows, that God'never drdained any power, or anthoriey againſt 
himſelf, rioragainſtthe good; and therefore it leads, not to ſub- 
mit:to- the wrll;” of that {pirit, whictt abuſeth /the'-power : be- 
ciufe* it 'Ganot 1ea#into' the evil; brit it! leads to ſuffer in the, 
patience 'what'the evil'Ppiric\'may be pertnicted to do againſt it, 
thereby/ bearing teſtitony ' thar the power is abuſtd, given for 
gbod, which power ic hongnrs, but'che ſpirit chat abulechir, it 
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denyeth; forthe power was before- ordained: againft that ſpirit, "EZ -- 


hi 9h refilts the will 'of Gog, ant not for that ſpirit to a& with, 
for he thit doth = cre -be- paviſhed by the Authority of- 
G64, if fodiſcoiirag by! tijn that doth. the good} for it is 
written," be-tha# twlletb over ment mult be juſt; for where the juſt 
ptinciple of Goddbth*rule'thafMan will dojuftly,: and the an- - 
thority fits withis, and?kefs? feet; eo fit-in ir'withour,. becauſe 
he' loves Godz Ynd:iv fir-Eour Gppreſſivn, SUL Neto God: 
*ip WuL: 


$05; ge es "7 
:> therd.inrheir fin, [and plagy 
= wearyof their Yaſters work, 


0 ' 9:4 J s, 
23E will be manifeſted. jn doing Scat enconraging jbin.offiers;, 
- andtherefare he.js warthy,of power to:do/itifor goud Rulers arg;! 
a bleſſing to.a Nation.z-but bad ones are.aicurſe ;; forithey .en-!, 
courage.the evil doers , and are baters of thoſe that are good ;: 
and evil.deeds bringa plagues andi they: hit; keep mnavy from!; 
Righteouſuels briyg deſtrution;; chur;chey thar- tan<maty) 2g) 
Righteouſneſs, pacite the Lords -wrath, and do-(hine in the power!; 
as Starsin the Firmament, oy, TA LESS 
And now.the glorious Light of the day of Gods power is daw- 
. ned, in:this Nation,, by which the dark power,is {een ghat;hath,! 
borne ruleqverthe, juſt within, and: oppreft che juſt withaut,and.; 
exerciſed authority over: the Conſciences of Men g;Whers the! 
Lord ought to have ruled; and this ſpirir of -darkng(s would ſtill. 
keep the people in blindneſs, andignorance: of the truth, that it; 
might rule and reign in the hearts , andover the:Conſgiences. of. 
Men; and ſo Keep them fill-in. bondage; of Egj7tian. davimeſs;; 
But che true, Brapher is xiſen (li enatg Mer ynbp by She Rods 
- of Ggds Power plagued. Phargob; and allthe Fgiptinns; that op»; 
' prefled his Seed) who byhbis glorious, Light{kanes in the hearts of; 
thouſands, that ſat in darknels, andinthe vally.of the ſhadow of, 
death, in themis this Light riſeo,. char doth lightey the Geatiles: 
to ſcetheglory of. Iſrael; andas. they, believe. jnit, they comgto,; 
be lead by it, intathe lite. of che Songf (50d, 119-wham bejs-mell! 
Pleaſed; ſo came to be,of the,Cuprineilion without hands; that. 
worſhip God inthe (pirit, who, are ofthe {picicual feed, chat the 


promie.js to of the Heavenly lnheritapce,and;do witngls an;ens | 


terance intothe;New Jecuſalem; bnt rhefallePropber gon Magi: 
fans of Egipt doth withſtand the; torug Prepper, that ſhines inthe, 
beart.to give the light. of | the knapledge Fs | 
and Fambres with{t0d Moſes , and he chat.-hglieves the falle Pro- } 
pher abides in darkneſs, and hates thelight , and. tharis hjs conte.. 
-demnation ; (o the Light being hated the Children of.ix are per-.; 
ſecured, and ſufferf.,x walkingin ic, as.95 dp atchiggayyJbysin. 
our ſufferings we Yigneft HEAR 3 and they that cauſeus;goſutfer: 
do feel. gongemnationy, an be rack f (od abidesupgn chem, + 
aud his Judgments, doth PUR Em, -40 
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muſt perith. 

And now you perſecuting Magiſtrates and blind guides, what 
have you accompliſhed of your Maſters work? duth ir proſper in 
your hands, or are not you confounded and enſrared in the works 
of your own hands ? and how do your I: ſtruments and weapons 
formed againſt the Innocent proſper ? have they not been Inftru- 
ments of fooliſh Shepherds; for inſtead of gathering one, you 
have loſt four z and inftead of regaining the reputation of your 
Church you have manite(ted her nakedneſs, aad made her painted 
face bare, (o that her whoriſh nature comes to be ſeen,that diinks 
che blood of the Saints and Martyrs cf Jeſus; which makes her 
own Children ſpeak againſt her, and turn from her; for you 
have been ſv drunk with envy againſt your friends, and innocent 
Neighbours, that you forgot that your enemies and {trangers of 
other Nations behe'd-your folly and madneſs; that is, to baniſh 
an innocent, 1nduſtrions people for worſhipping God; and ſuffer- 
ing prophaneſs to be openly praftiſed, in which the Devil is ſer ved, 
and God is diſhonoured; and this bath brought and will bring 
much more grievous Judgments upon the Nation; for wicked- 
neſs is the deſtruQion of a Nation, but Righteouſne(s eſtabliſheth 
the Throne of a Kingdom. 

And you that baniltus cannot but ſay, that our Lives and Con- 
verſations are better then yours ; then why cannot you lay as well 
that our Religion is better then yours, (ſeeing it to be the cruth) 
for is not bolinels in life and converſation, the fruit of the holy 
ſpirit, and that is true and pure Religion accepted of God, as 
faith the Apoſtle, pure Religion and undefiled before God and the 
Father u this, to viſit the fatherleſs and widows in their affligion,(and 
not to make fatherleſs and widows by afflition) and to keep bimſelf 
unſpoted from the world, Jam, 1. 27. Now if we had been baniſhed 
for an unholy life and converſation, that is,for diſhonouring God, 
and being an ill favour in the Nation by beaſtlineſs and debauche- 
ry, curſed ſpeakers, (wearers, drunkards, whoremongers, adul- 
terers, fornicators, and for being oppreflors, and afflicting father- 
leſs and widows, or for any other manner of wickedrels, whereby 
we might have been anill example in the Nation, by the which 
many might have been turned to wickedne(s; then our adverſaries 
might have had ſome juſt plea againſt us, as upon the account of 
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C10) 
pure Religion and zeal towards God, and good will towards the 
Nation ; that profanene(s might be diſcouraged ; then the People 
of this Nation and of the Nations abroad that had heard of it, 


might have judged that they had ſome Religion among them, that 


did not own nor ftand in the praGiſe of theſe things, and thert- 
fore they baniſhed them ; then they might have underſtood that 
they had been eſtabliſhing ſome good thing in the Nation, that 
cauſed them ro ſend out tuch wicked Members ; but on the con» 
trary what will the ſober people uf this Nation and the Nations 
abroad think, is eſtabliſhing in England, when the honelt, good, 
holy, faithful, peaceable and ingenious people areto be, and are 
baniſhed out of it ; they cannot think Righteouſtieſs is a eſtab« 
liſhing, becauſe Righreouſne(s cannot puniſh and banith the Righ» 
teous; for Righteouſnels eftabliſheth the Righteous; in which 
the welfare, peace and blefſednels of a Nation doth contiſt. 

But contrarywiſe they muſt needs think that it is wickedieſs 
that doth hate, reſiſt. puniſh and baniſh the Righteous ; and that 
becauſe it would eſtabliſhir ſelf,and be without reproct from the 


Righteous, whoſe life condemnes them : for ever yet from the - 


beginning he that did well was hated and perſecuted, by him 
whoſe ſacrifice God did not accept, becauſe he was. in the evil 
nature that did evil; and ſo whei1e old Adpm is living he begets 
Cain; but the ſecond birth, or the birth of the ſecoud is Abel, he 
that doth well and is accepted of God; bur perſecuted, hated, 
and {lain, by him that doth evil, whois rejetted of God ; thus the 
Scripture is fulfilled that ſaith, he that is born of the fleſh perſecntes 


 bimthat 4s born of the fpirit; (o they that are born of the fleſh do 


bring forth the fruits aud works of the fleſh; which the Apoſtle 
faithare theſe, Alultery, fornication, uncleanneſs, laſciviouſneſs, 
zdolatry, witchcraft, b:tred, (not of thoſe that ate evil but of thoſe 
that are good) variance, emulation, wrath, ſirife, ſeditions, bereſies, 
exvyings, murthers, lrunkennc5,revilings, and ſuch like ; of the which 
T tell you before as T have alſ» told you in time paſt, thatthey which do 
luch things ſhall not inherit the Kingdom of God, Gal, 5. 19, 20, 21. 
Andalſo Ltel} ſuch again now (by the ſame ſpirit ) that bring 
forth ſich works, that their Religion is vain, and they deceive 
their own ſouls, baving not a bridle for their tongues, nor their 
lus; whoſe inherita:ce is darkneſs, and the works thereot is 


\ brought forth, which is hatred of the Light, and the Children 


thereof, 


Truth, and do refuſe to obey unrighteonſne(s, nor cannot up- 
hold a Worſhip that is not in the Truth, and that which God ne- 
yerſet up, norhis ſpirit led into; but are required by his Spirit 
_ tobear their Teſtimony againſt that Religion that is not pure,and 
undefiled before God; but is cruel withour-charity, and doth 
make fatherlefs and widows, devoures Wen, and ruines Families, 
perſecutes and ſlaies for a pure Conſcience towards God. 

And where ever thele things are brought forth, there Cain's 
Religionis ſtanding, and their Saciifices is abomination, (being 
in the envious nature againſt the innocent lite) defiled with blood 
and is of that murtherer that hates his brother, becauſe heis more 
Righteous then he; and thus (heeth the eymiry of the Serpent 
that is head, where that nature ſtandeth and igliving, and there 
the things that are Gods cx:0r he rendered co him; but the 
Child: ea of the ſecond Adam being quickned out of the death of 
the firſt, the enmity comes to be ſlain, and the life of love to 
God, and che Neighbour comes to be borne up; and is the life 
that renders to God the things that are his; and cannot own 
Cain's Religion, nor bow to the Worſhip which that nature ſets 
up, let it be what it will, although a forme of Godline(s, yet it 
will perſecute the life where.eger it hath power; and where ic 
hath power in the world the worldly (ſpirit will fall down and 
worſhipit; as it is written, the World wonders after, and wor- 
ſhips the Beaſt ; that 1s,the unreafonable natnre being got into the 
high place; and then the deceitful ſpirit will run and propheſie 
peace, though the Lord never ſentit , and what it ſeeth plealing 
tothat nature that hath power in the world,it will daub with,that 
it may he approved of, and receive authority from, to bea tea- 
cher and leader to the people , and fo the lying ſpirit becomes a 
prophet, and for advantage and a reward will find thouſands of 
mouths to ſpeak through , for the, lying ſpirit is but one in all 
ages, tra:sforming it ſelf under that appearance which may mot 
pleaſe the peopie, elpecially choſe in power, for that prophet 
propheſtes to the eaſe and pleaſing of the fleſh, that made the 
people in Feremiahs time love to have it ſo; for they were turned 
from the Lord, and the true ſpiris of propheſie, and refuſed the 
way of the Lord,that is, Judgment to the wicked nature; there- 
fore (aid thetrue ſpirit then,as it ſaith now,and now as it{aid then, 
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thereof, puniſhing and baniſhing them, becanſethey obey the 25 


| (12) 
ſrekif ye-can find a man, if there be any that executeth Tudgment, thay 
ſeekgth the truth,and I will pardim it, Jer.5, 1, This the Lord {pake 
by his ſpiric inthe erue Prophet coucerning Feruſalem; and now 
may he not lay ſo by cue ſame ſpirit concerning this Nation; 
Where is he that executeth Judgment, that (eeketh the Truth, 
thac his Judgments may be turned frum deſtroyingit } Know 
you not that the Lord 1egaideth his Truth, and his eyes are upon 
it, and thoſe that ſuffer forit : How comes the Goales of this 
Nation fo full of the (fferers for Truth ? the reaſon is this,thoſe 
that execute Judgment do it not in truth, becauſe they love it not; 
and (o among them, where is he that (eeketh the Truth, and bears 
bis Teſtimony for it againſt all that oppoſe it; though I hope 
there be many that will not perſecute it,( who will not be charged 
with that crying fin) but who among them doth confeſs him be-= 
fore Men; for being convinced of his way, God requires all to 
confels it, and walk in ic, becauſe there is no coming into the 


Kingdom but by walking in the way of Truth that leads to it ; 


and {o God is honoured as his Name is confeſſed before Men ; and 
by ſuch the weak come to be ſtrengthened and encouraged; for 


thoſe that honour the Father do tollow the Son ; and ſaith the 


Son, If any man ſerve me let him follow me ; and where T am there 
Gall alſo my ſervant be :. If any man ſerve me , him will my Father 
honour, Joh. 12.26. But ſaith the Prophet, Hath net the Lord ftri- 
ken them, but they have not grieved ; thou haſt conſumed them, but they 


refuſed to receive correfion ; they have made their face barder then a 


Rock , they have refuſed to return, Jer. 5, 3, Is it not ſo at this day? 
i5not the Plague begun, and doth not war begin to impoverith the 
Land ? and yet among them in high place who ſeeketh the Truth! 
but many among them ſeeks to ſpoile, imprifon, and baniſh thoſe 
that worſhip the Lord. And faith Feremub,verſe 5. Iwill get me 
#0 the great men and ſpeak, to them , but theſe have all together broken 
the yoke, and burſt the bonds, therefore ſhall they be ſlain, ſpoiled, and 
torn in pieces, becauſe thcir tranſgreſſions are many, Verle 6, They 
commit adultery, and aſſemble themſelves by troops in4be Harlots 
houſes ; they were as fed Horſes in the morning, every one neighed after 
bis Neighbours Wife : ſhall I not viſit for theſe things, ſaith the Lord, 
and ſhall not my ſoul be avenged on ſuch a Nation as this ? ver,7, $9. 


And was henot, as you may read; and as ſure as he was avenged. 
of thar Nation, though he called them his People; fo fave ſhall, 
he 
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he be avenged of this Nation,chougi chey call him their God; and' 237 
that with a terrible deſtru&ion ; yet will he (parea remnant that 
fhall plant it with Righteouſneſs,by whom he will honour hwmlelf, 
and exalt his great Name, that his renown may be ſounded among 
the Nations abroad, and his Glory to the ends of the Earth, for 
he hath raiſed up a ſeed (in this Nation) and begotten a people 
that ſhall poſſeſs al] Nations, and the faved in all Nations ſhall in« 
heric that life, by which we bear Teſtimony againſt the wicked- 
neſs of the perverſe & crooked ungodly generation in this Nation, 
and for which we ſuffer and are accounted worthy to lay down 
onr lives, whereby that eternal life comes to be exalted, and 
preached forth over the Nations,and in it we ſtand over the heads 
of all our perſecutors, and all that hate us, who do weary them- 
ſelves with the burthenſome ſtone that will break in pieces all 
thoſe that do lifc againſt it, for it is growing greater and greater, 
till it become a great Mountain in the Earth ; and all thoſe earth- 
ly Mountains that would remove it muſt be removed by ir, for it 
will have at laſt che greateſt room in the Earth; and the great 
Mountains muſt melt , and their loftineſs and haughtine(s muſt 
come down and be laid low in the duſt; for the day haſtens that 
will ſuddenly overtake themall, from which there is no eſcaping, 
but by kiſſing the Son, that is ſtooping and ſubmitting to his light, 
by walking in it; for that is the way that whoſoever is from, ex- 
cept he return to, will everlaſtingly periſh, Thus I have briefly 
ſhewed what it is to render to God the things that are his by the 
keeping of the firſt and great Commandement ; and how thoſe 
that ſerve and fear him do come to obey him,and ſocannot wrong 
their Neighbour, and againſt ſuch there is no Law of God, nor 
Juſt Men, and therefore no condemnation, 


Ow I ſhall come to render to Ceſar the things that are 
Ceſars; which a Man comes truly to be taught in the keep- 

ing of the fir{t and great Commandement ; for (faith Chrift) the: 
ſecond is like unto it, Mat. 22. 39, becauſe it is performed by the 
ſameſpirir of love, for that ſpirit that teacheth us to love God, 
alſo teacheth us to love our Neighbours as ones ſelf; for both 
being the commands of God are to be done in obedience unto, 
SHES 2 God,;, 
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2:38 | God, which-no Man cando, but hemuſt fiſt deny the ſelfiſh pirie, 


and receive the ſpirit of truth, that leads into all truth z which be- 
ing obeyed, the Commandement comes truly to be kept by the 

ower of that ſpirit which gave it forth,and another cavnot keep 
it; for the whole duty of Man js included inthe keeping of thele 
ewo Commandements ; and thereupon Chrift ſaid, wpon them hang 
all the Law and the Prophets : (6 that the {11\»tance of the matter 
that the Law and Prophet» dectai e, 3s love tv God aid a Man cat 
not truly love God according co tne Law aid the Prophets, but 
he muſt alſo love his brother or Neighbours, for love to Gud is 
manifeſted in obeying him, and keeping of his Commands ; and 
the Apoſtle ſaith, Rom, 15:10. Love w.rkety nol! to his Neighbour, 
therefore Love is the fulfilling of the 1,aw, Aad wider che denomi» 
nation of theſe cwo, Brother + Netgbbour '; all Mankind incliided 
both ander the Law and Goſpel ; for a: i:..Ger the Low the word 
Neighbour was commonly uced for 3i!; 15 wider che Goſpel the 
word Brother is uſed upon the fan's :ccount, as bringing into a 
nearer relation; ſoas I bave fai'/.- iv auty or Yan to his Creator 
and oreto another, whether ſup cam or {:tn0;rcinaceſupe: I0ur or 
inferiour is tobe pertormedin jove, and cannot be eryfy perfor= 
med but in theſpirit of love, wich is the :pirit of te Sor, that 
435 come to do the Fathers will, wir» aid, witrout me ye can do 10x 
thing; but in and by him, Can render to Cod the thizgs thit are Gods, 
and to Ceſar the things that are Ceſws: Sorthe juſt ipirit give: to 
all their due, Rom. 13. 7. rear there fore unto all their dues, faith 
the Apoitle: And to keep to the thing in hand, here ariſeth a 
queſtion, what is Ceſar*s due? ani tne anſwer ieruth is, what 
God hath given him, and requires to be rendered to him, that is 
his proper right,and tizat the (pi: it of God in his people teacheth 
them to give-him, rhen it may be queried what hath God given 
him, or what is Cyſar*s things that are to be rendered unto him? 
firſt;God hath given the Throne of his forefathers, and broughe 
himiaco the poſſeſſion of rhar great Authority of a King over 
Nations, which the Apoſtle Peter commanded to bonoxr; being 
thechief Magiitrate or Ruler over che People; and that God 
that created the whole Earth, and is overall bleſſed for ever, who 
hath given hica that great place of Authority and rule, hath ſaid, 
 Hethatruleth over Men muſt be juſt, ruling in the fear of the Lord, 
2 Sam. 23, 2. Sothen God hath givea him Authority to rule in 
his fear, : Then 


C15) | 
Then if it be aid, how do you render obedience to his Autho-- -37 
rity, and ſo give unto Ceſar the things that are Ceſar*s ? I anſwer, 
the Authority of Godis juſt 3 and as he that is in it doth juſtly, 
itis juſt that we ſhould yield ative obedience to it, and ſo wedoz 
but if he or they-in Authority to do that which is juſt, do not do 
it, but do the contrary in making or requiring any unrighteous 
law or preſcript to be obeyed, then we who fear God and obey. 
his juſt ſpirit, cannot aCt that which is unjuit, though be or they 
that arein authority do require it upon pain of death, becauſe we 
love the Lord our God with all our hearts, and abide in his fear, 
and we honour the authority in yielding obedience to it paſſively, 
and we honour God in denying that ſpirit that a&s againſt him, 
and abuſeth his authority given to do juſtly ; and thus we render 
to Ceſar tbe things that are Ceſars,(that is in doing or ſuffering)and . 
unto God the things that are Gods; Thenif it be(aid, who ought to 
judge of himorchem in authority, whether they aC for Gud, or 
againſt him ? Avxſwer, . The ſpirit of God in them that are lead: 
by it, that which God hath placed in every man to judge whether 
he 2&5 far God, or againſt himin the particular,by that he knows 
whether another a&@ for God or againſt him, whether in autho-- 
rity or not inauthority ; for as I ſaid, we know God hath given 
no Man authority to do wickedly , but God hath given to every 
Man a meaſure of his crue light chet ſhines in the co ſcience, which 
every oneobeying therein obey God,and keeps a clear conſciencey 
towards him, and thus did che Saiits and Martyrs of Jeſus in all. 
ages; for if they had obeyed the evil fpirit that the Rulers and 
Magiſtrates werelead by in thoſe ages they had nat been perſecu>. 
ted nor impritoned and {)ain, but they did ceſtifie againſt it to the - 
glory of God, and would not be fubj<& co that ſpirit which abus - 
ſe the auchority ; but to the authority they were under which . 
they patiently laid down their lives for conſcience ſake, praying , 
for their enemies that they might be ſaved, and delivered from 
thac ſpirit, and the: Souls from the power of it, that put their 
bodies to death who i--Hered by it, becauſe they would not obey 
It, and (o their ſouls we: e Jdeliveied from ic, and triumphed over 
It : and this ixmy teſtirmony inthe eternal (pirit of the living God, , 
that the ſame foirit anc: ife that the Saints and Mirtyrs of Fe'us were © 
lead by and walked in., in firmer ages is the ſame that we who in ſcorne - 
ore called Quakers are lead by and walk, in, (that is ſo many as _ 
| | faithful; 
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2f0 faithful tothe principle of Truth among them) in this age : and 
therefore weſuffer the ſame things as they did in former ages, by 
the ſame ſpirit that cauſed them to ſuffer, and not by that ſpi:ic 
which did ſuffer ; for that ſpirit the Children cf God walked in 
in all ages, did never perſecute, nor never will; but that which 
perſecutes is but one trom the beginning that never did good,nor 
never will, for it began in Cain to drink innocent blood, and 
was in great authority in Herod,and hath kept it ſelf in high places 
ever {ince, and at length took the name Chriſtian upon it, bur til] 
hath been againſt Chit, and fo it 18 now, for he that calls himſelf 
a Ckriſtian and perſecutes, 1s marked with Antichriſtianiſme in his 
forehead, and (o it is known of what family or ſtock he comes of, 
by all che Children of Light, who are come to the true Judgment 
by receiving the ſpirit of Truth, without which no man can judg 
of the things of God, nor ſerve him acceptably, therefore the 
manifeſtation of the ſpirit is given to every man to profit with all, Cor, 
12.7. and who ever goes about to force any Man to any ſervice 
' or obedience as unto God contrary to what that meaſure of the 
ſpirit doth manitfeft,is a perſecuter ; and fo againft God and Chriſt 
in that particular let his Profeſſion or Religion be what it will, 
that practiſecannot be owned of God nor his Children : for the 
Apoſtle ſaith, But be that is fpiritual judgeth all things, yet be bimſelf 
25 judged of no man : (that is ſeen or diſcerned by no man that is 
but natural) Cor. 2. 15. but he that is ſpiritual bath the mind of 
Chriſt, ver. 16. and he that receives not the gift of the ſpirit of 
ruth to judge by,is in the falſe judgment, and therefore cannot 
judge of the things of God, nor render to him the things that are 
his, nor love his Neighbour as himſelf, but is brutiſh in his under- 
ſanding, being guided by the wiſdom from beneath, that is ſenſual, 
beatheniſh and diveliſh, Jam. 3. 15. 
And again the things that are Ceſars are theſe, power a5 the mini- 
. ter of God for good, to be a terror to the evil doer ; (and that makes 
truly honourable) and fo beareth not the ſword in vain, but 25 the 
miniſter of God a revenger to execute the judgment of God upon bim that 
doth evil, Rom. 13.4. and ſo ſerves the Lord in uſing of his power 
for that end it was given; and this is good (and for good to al) 
and acceptablein the {ight of God, and ſubje&ed to by all his 
Children; but that which ſerves not God we cannot bow to; here 
the Ruler renders to God his due, and the People .under him 
| - | rejoyce, 
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Praileth the Lord for him ; for Rulers are not a terror to good works 
(when they rule for God) but to the evil ; then the evil doer will be 
afraid of the power, and he bat doth well ſhall have praiſe of the ſame, 

Bur if che Ruler intri.ſt2d of God (with his power) turn the 
power againſt the intent of the ordinance of God (as [ have for- 
merly ſaid) which is co encouragethe good, then he rules not for 
God, but is againſt the good in himſelf; therefore cannot be 
truely for it in ancther;z that is tolay, heis agaivſt the juſt prin« 
ciple of God in himſelf, which God hath given to Man for a Ruler 
in him; who being ruled by it hath praiſe of God and all 5: Ven; 
for the path of the juſt is in bim that is juſt , and ke walking in it be- 
comes juſt ; and. ſo # a ſhining light that ſhines more md more unto 
theperfed day < and chus the power and authority of God given 
tothe Ruler for good isa figure of the power and anthority of 
God given in his juſt principle of light to every Man without re- 
ſpe of perſons; to the juſt, and alſo to the unjuſt who uſe it not 
3n them for-g10d, but abuſe it, tzrning fr.m the Grace of God into 
wantonneſs ; by deſpiling the gift of his Grace, the condemnation 
is, that the gift of his g'acethe Light is come, and they hate it, 
and love the wicked ſpirit better that brings forth the evil deeds, 
and they that love the wicked within, the wicked without hath 
power over them, to make them bow or opprels aud ſlay them ; 
ſo the gond principlein Man being refuſed to lead lum, doth con- 
demn him, and his condemnationis in himſelf, and of bimſelf, be. 
cauſe he as againſt the juſt in himſelf; ſo the jut within, becomes 
a terror tg evil works, and fer to judge for God, tor the wicked 
ſpiric in Man cannot be a terror to the committing of wicked 
works, becauſe he leads intothem, and then pleads for them, and 
makes covers and exc'iſes to keep a man in theevil, that he may 
keep his habication and not be caſt out, 

So it is plain and the infallible crurh, that che juſt principle in 
Man doth condemn him for obeying the unjuſt ; and fo the juſt 
makes the unjuſt afiaid, becauſe of its power ; for the Devil 
knows the power of the Juſt, and trembles, and is not able to 
defend himſelf, nor he whom he hath lead into che cranſgrellion, 
from the ſtroke of Gods vengeance , therefore he that doth de- 
ceive, and they that are deceived mult iuffer cogether, 

Thus it is elear, that Rulers are intruſted of God with power 
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't& dh good); - therefore the power muſt not be relrſted, becauſe 


It is the Oi dinance of Gd, and they that rfilt ſpall recerve to them. 


' Jebves condemation, Rom. 13, 2. but the eviland unjuſt ſpirit the 


Rulers mult reliſt in themſelves, that would lead them agai: ft the 
J:lt within, andalſo againſt the juſt without ; forif they turn 
againſt the jſt within then they will curn againſt the juſt without , 
then the juſt within doth ſuffer, and fo doth the juſt without ; 
then the jult within doth judge and condemn the evi}, though in 
aRuleror King; and the juſt withoiy being lead by the ſame 
principle, | dth alſo the ſame thing, and car.not juſtifie the evi], 
(chough they die for it) becauſe they fear God, as the Hebrew 
Midwives did and it is recorded for a bleſſed Memorial of them, 
Exo1us 1. 17. But the Midwives feared God and did not as the Kin 
of Egypt commanded th:m; therefore God dealt well with the Mi 
wives : (mark that) 4nd it came to paſs becauſe the Midwives feared 
God, that he mile them h uſes, Verſ. 20,21. that is eſtabliſhed a 
ſeed to Poſte: ity) and it is alwayes in Scripture recorded a bleſſed 
thing (© obey God raiver then Man ; to obey the juſt ſpirit of God, 
though it be commanded to che contrary by either a King or 
Rulers, and ſuch obedience is for their gnod and benefit,and as it 
was then bleſſed, ſoit i3 now ; and init we d» no more then the 
King or Ruler is required of God to dv himſelf; and if he neg- 
le his duty to Gad and his People, we are not to negle& ours, 
but render to him the things that ate his,and not Follow the mul- 
titude to doevil; for Sol-mm (aith, If 2 Ruler bearken'to lies all bis 
ſervants are wicked, Prov.29.12, Thenon the contrary, if a Ruler 
hearken'to truth all his ſervants are the more likely co love Righ- 
teouſnels ; but if the Ruler of the People do hearken to a lying 
ſpirit, the people that love God:do mourn, and they that fear the 
Lord muſt patiently ſuffer, and ſo overcome the wicked ſpirit in 
the Ruler, that if it be poſſible he may be delivered from it, that 
his ſou] do not periſh by it, | 
For though Saul the Sing of Tſrael-was Tead by the wicked (pi- 
Tit toendeavortfto flay David many times; and as he (aid, haxted 
bis {'wl to take it ; yet the good ſpirit of God in D2vid would not 
ſuffer him to ſlay Saul when it was in his power ;_ but by his pati- 


enceand mercyful dealing with him he overcame Sax!”s wrath, 


and quenched theemairy of his ſpirit, and for a time flzwir; fo 
conquered the fury and wrath of Man, by the love of God; there- 
fore 


I9 
fore it is (aid, love your EF ; for if he had flajin Saxl in his 
murthering nature he had letc his ſoul in tke power of che wicked 
ſpirit ; buc he laboured coflsy the wicked (pirit,and (o did at the 
preſent, by ſhewing love to him, that intended to take away his life, 
but did reprove his wicked ſpirit tharply, and faid, the Lord there. 


2 


fore be judg, and judg between me and Pee, and ſee and plead my caſe” 


and deliver me out of thy band, Sam, 2.;. 15. Andagain, the Lord 
judge between me and thee, and the Lord avenge me of thee, bui my 
band ſhall nit be upon thee, Verſ, 12, And the Lord did (©, he re- 
warded Saul according to his works; but the good ſpirit defended 
David, and pleaded his caſe it Sau?” Conſcience, which made him 
confeſs that he ( whom he ſought co kill)was more righte- us then be, 
(who aid) thou haſt rewarde me good, whereas I have rewarded thee 


evil, Verf, 17, And as it was then, (o it is now at this very day, . 


between the Children of God and their Enemies, who pe: ſecure 
thoſe that are more righteous then themſelves;& that the witneſs 
of God in their Conſciences (hall one day make them al! confeſs, 

For God will gloritie himſelf over all tis enemies, either in 
their ron = or deftrufion; but firſt he proffers chem life by 
ſhewing them what he requires of them, either immediately, cr 
by Prophets and Meflengers, or both ; but they refuting the call 
of the Ld hn cher hearts againſt him,perſecute his peop le, 
and {lay his Prophets; and then when there is no remedy the 
Lord cauſeth the works of their own hands to enſhare and deſtroy 
them, and ſo fall into the pit they have digged for the Innocent : 
but ſaith the Innocent, my h.znd ſhall not be upon them, for vengeance 
belongeth to our God, and be that i juſt will repay, Pſal. 7. 11. God 
judgeth the Righteous, and God is angry with the wicked every day, 
Verſ. 12. If be turn nt be will whet bis ſword, be bath bent his bew 
and made it ready ;, 13. he bath alſo prepared for bim the Inſtruments 
of death, be ordereth his arrews againſt the perſecuters, (mark that) 
Verſ. 16. and the violent dealing (of the wicked ) ſhall come down 
upon his own pate, | ; 

Had the workers of iniquity any knowledge (in the way of the 
Lord) they would conlider that the people of the Lord were 
theirbelt friends 3 firſt, becauſe they could do them no wrong z 
ſecondly, they could not revenge themlelves f:r wrong done 
them ; thirdly,becauſe they are alwayes a g20d examplet» them, 
and as ſo many guides inthe Nation to lead them in the way of 

C 2 life ; 


rf 


244 


20 ) | 
Kfe;: andro go to ſtrive and L war with a people that cannot 
be overcome, ({hews but madneſs and folly ; but perſecuters are 
alwaves the Cinld: en of darkneſs, and haters of the light,” and 
thoſe that walk in it, and therefore blind, 

But in all ages it hath been the work of the wicked one to keep 
the people in blindne(s, and © be a lying pirit in the mouths of 
his Pryphets and Miniſters, and toſpeak all manner of evil of the. 
Child: en of Light, making che lying ſpiric the word of their 
mouths, and the emnity of the Devil the executioner of their 
wrath ,. that a prejudice may be begotren in the hearts of the- 
people agai!.ſt the way of Truth, and a lie being received into the 
minds oft tlie people init the wicked ſpirit will work, becauſe in 
that he hath a place, for where a lie is believed againſt the Truth, 
the Devils ce(timony is received, and that being within, it will ]a« 
bour to keep out the teſtimony of truth that would diſpoſſels it ; 
for ſaith Chrilt, take heed therefore bow you bear, Luk. $. 18. take 
heed what you hear, Mark. 4. 24. for his Judgment is not after 
out ward appearance, but by the diſcerning ot the ſpirit; there- 
fore laid the Apoſt e, try the ſprrits ; this is certain, where the ſpirit 
of deceit is got in, it will piead againſt the judgment of the (ſpirit 
of truth; and ay, that the infallible ſpirit 1s not to be expected 
now 5 and that the letter is to be the jidg of rhe ſpirit; it is the 
ſpirit that gave fozth the Letter, that is che infallible judg of it, 
and the life it ſpeaks of,it muſt lead into ; for as the ſpirit of eruth 
is a true leader, ſo it muſt judg of its own leadings, declared of 
in the Scriptures of truth, but when the deceittu] ſpirit ſhall be 
ſuffered to make his interpretation of the words of the true ſpirit 
then he will be (ure to fave his head,and c ver his deceit,and judg 
for himſelf; but when the ſpirit judgeth that gave forth the 
Scriptures,then every ones works are made manyfelt becauſe they 
are brought to the light, and that which 1s wrought of God is 
juſtihed by his ſpirit, but chat which is wrought by another ſpirit 
in imitation of him is condemned, 

Soas Thave ſaid, the juſt tpirit rendereth to every work the 
judgment of its reward, and they that walk in it muſt render to 
every Man his due; and as it is a juſt (pirit (o it deliguteth alſo to 
ſhew mercy inits day ; and by its mercy it judgeth and condem- 
neth the mercylels (ſpirit ; for as the juſt is mercytulſo is the mer- 
cyfu] juſt, aud ſo we ſee the unjuſt are mercylels, and the m_ 

_ 
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leſs are unjuſt ; firft, unjuſt to God in that they render not to hiny 
things that are his; ſeo-ndly, to their Neighbour in that they do 
not to him as they would be done unto, and (o ſhew no mercy to 
their own ſouls, nor to their Neighbour ; theſe be the unprofit-= 
able ſervants whoſe portion 1s utter darkneſs ; but the Children 
of Light are not only mercyful to their Brethren and Neighbours, 
but a)(o to their enemies, rendering good for evil ; quenching the 
violence of envy with the virtue of love, as the Prophet Eliſha 
' did, by the {King of Syria's hoſt chat he brought into the midſt of 
$amaria ; and when the King of Iſrael would have ſmote them, 
the Prophet ſaid, Thox ſhalt not ſmite them, but ſet bread and water 
before them that they may eat and drink and goto their Maſter : (ſoit is 
ſaid, the bands of Syria came no more into the Land of Iſrae}, Thus 
the Prophet by his good (ſpirit of love to enemies did overcome 
mo: e then the King of T/raet could do with all his Armies ; and 
this is the ſpirit of truth that is now riſen in the Children of light, 
that ſhall noe only ſubdue Armies by their love and patience, but 
allo coqner Nations and ſubdue mighty Kings, who are making 
war in the (pirit of emnity not only againſt enemies 
but alſo againſt friends; and that ſpirit of emnity to the truth is 
fo blind, now the (unis riſen, that it (mites the Prophet rather 
then the Prophets enemies, but the ſpirit of the Prophet is the 
fame ſtill in its Children as ever it wasz notonly to forgive ene- 
mies but to love them, and to ſhew as much mercy if nor more, 
then everit did, for that which laid down its life for enemies is 
that which is now riſen to overcome them in that-nature of love- 
that laid down his life for them. 

And again the things that are Ceſar*s wedo more truly render 
unto him then ajl his people in the Nation beſides ; for what we 
render we doit in the eruth as in obedience to God, honour where 
honour us due, obedience and ſubjefi.on where it is due, and to what it- 
# due, trabute to whom trabute i ue, cuſtome to whom cuſtom is due ; 
yea and we have ficely given that which was not demanded as 
due, but what wecannor do for Conſcience ſake to God we will 
not be compelled to do by the wrath of Van becauſe we fear God, 
but that which is due 1s not withheld, that we might owe no man 
any thing, but tolcve one another, Rom, 1 3. 7,8. and that we labou- 
ringto pay to Ceſar and every mai elſe, mcſt men reje& and (0 
ate us without a cauſe; for be.that loveth another (as he ought to- 

C 3 do) 


245 


=” Coane ACC aSSCE Rr. = 


— TI 


a Hui WAL NS 


22 )) 


246 do) fulfileth the Law,as was Gd, but there is a love which is em- 


nity to God, and that is the love of the World, and we are not to 

love one another with that love, for it is a lintul love, that is the 
love in the luſts of the fleſh, 1u that the world loves its own; 
bur in another love, they tht are redeemed ont of the world, love 
their own,and alſo thoſe that are not yet redeemed; that is in that 
love which doth redeem their ſouls if they receive it 3 which is 
the love that God hath ſhed in the hearts of bis people, aud is a 
meaſure of the life of his Son ; for God (o loved the World (not 
in the Worlds love) that he gave the life of his Son to redeem 
out of the luſts of the fleſh that the World liveth in; for the whole 
World lyeth in wickedneſs, faith the Apoſtiez but chey that have 
received the meaſure of the life of the Son of_God, that 1s the 
Light of Men, by believing in it, come to withels it to be the 
light of life unto their ſouls that lay in death, by which they come 
to paſs from death to life, and fo from emnity to love toall ; bur 
eſpecially to the brethren the Jife that God hat raifed up by his 
eternal power, 

And that we bave more truly honoured the King then many 
who do but honour his perſon with cap and knee, it may appear 
by our often viſitations.of Him both by word and writings, in 
the true fear of the Lord, and pure love to his ſoul, the Creator 
of Heaven and Earth bears us witneſs, that our delires to the 
Lord was nd is for his everlatting good, that he might heat ken to 
the Councel of the Lord, (who gave him the Kingdom of his 
Fathers) that be miyht execute true judgment, love mercy, and walk 
humbly with the Lord, that his Throne might be eſtabliſhed in Righte- 
ouſneſs ; and we have councelied him with that wiſdom which we 
have received fr>m above, which is blefſed, that God our Father 
bath given us,and counceiled us withal,and it fhall proſper againſt 


all che worlds wiſdom, and bring it to nought, (athough the. 


world hath accounted it fooliſhne(s) and had he hearkened to it 
he might have enjoyed peace within and without(whereas now he 
hath trouble) and his Throne ſhould have been eſtabliſhed more 
gloriqus then the Thrones of his Anceſtors, in terror and dread 
© his exemies,but in love,peace and proſperity to his own people; 
and then what Nation durit have made war againſt him, for the 
power of the Almighty would have been-with him,and the hearts 
of his people would Ifeveeleaved to him, ad his intereſt in their 


hearts' 


abroad thould have returnediupon their own pate. 
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hearts wonld have been ſo great that by love and in the fear of the 
Lord he ruling at home all che wrath 'and emnity of the Nations 


And tor this our Jove to him, and the good and welfare of the 


Nation in geveral, that we have (ought both he and they 


5 


in autho- 


rity have beer our enemies, and have, and do hate us without a 
cauſe, and have deſtroyed ſome of our bodies, and do yet ſtill 
labour to deftroy us, notwithſtariding the Lord hath ſent his de- 


the whole Nation, who have not loved cheir Neighbour 
a: themſelves, nor ſome of chem fo well as their Dogs ; 
caſt the Lords innocent people into naſty holes, ſuch 


- ſtroying Angel into the Nation ; and as they are riſen up ene- 
mies againſt us, ſo from the time of their x eriecuting Law againſt. 
n<,the Lord hath ſuffered at the leaft, if not itirred up their neigh< 
bouring Nations enzmies againſt them, in judgment to them and 


$ at home 
but have 
places as 


many of them would not have pur their Dogs into; and for no 


other cauſe but for loving the Lord their God with all their 
hearts, and obeying hts voice, and declaring rhe way of his Salyas- - 


ti»n in love to the fouls of their Neighbours and Brethren, and 
except they ſpeedily repent his plagues will tl more and more 


be multiplyed againſt them. 


' And becauſe the Lord' hath been pleafed to ſuffer hard things 


toattend us for the trial of our Faith and patience, that no fleſh - 
might glory in his. {1zhe ; therefore you perſecuters and haters of 


the that are good, (to' you I ſpeak) you 'have hardned your 
hearts againſt the Lord and his truth, and rhofe that walkin it 
but if judgment begin at the houſe of God where ſhall the wicked and 
ſinners appear ? for by judgment the Lord ficteth ſme for mercy, 
but thoſe that harden their hearts under tt fit themſelves for de- 


fiiru&ion, and as fure as they fit themſelves, fo ſine it ſhall come 


upon them, 


Ani you that hate and perſecute us, your conſciences tells you 
(at leaſtſome of you) that we are more righteous then you; and 


then do not you fin againſt knowledg? and to you that doſo, wo + 


be unto you that ever you were born; but for ſuch as 


norantly they have che benefht of Chriits prayer if they repent, . 


do it ig 0 


who ſaid, Father forgive them, they know not what they do, And they 
ſhall have the benefit of our Prayers, (aud thus as he did do we 


truly pray for our enemies) and we dotreely forgiveth 


em aS our 


Heavenly , 
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278 Heavenly Father hath freely C242 as, &we do Jove them better 


then they dolovetheir own fouls , and what can we do more for 
them; we have given up our lives fora teſtimony againſt that ſpirit 
that would lead them to deftruQti-»n, that chey may be'faved ; for 
which (alvation ſake we ſtand offered up to death according to the 
will of the Lord,& arte as | may fay killed all the day long as ſheep 
{langhtered and ready for {laughter ; and this our Teſtimony'ta 
the death. hath brought many thoufands to life eternal , arid ſhall 
(notwithſtanding all the emnity of death and hell) bring thou- 
ſands of thouſands, becauſe the life of the Son of God travels 
through death.to overcome death , and him that hath the power 
of it in the people of all Nations: Oh you cruel people of 
England have you, no piety to the ſoreneſs of his travels ? will 
not you let his life have one moments reſt in you, but let him 
knock day and night and ſtil] ſhut him out ! oh for the fake of the 
bowels that was & is pained for you,receive him in;who is come a 
Jight to you that ſat in dar kne(s,that you may have the lighe of his 
life, whois come to you that you might have power to become the 
/ Sons & Daughters of God, who is come to you that you may over- 
come the world,jin wc is crouble,that you may have peace in bim, 
and will not you receive the Prince of Peace, of which teſtifie in 
his eternal (pirit he is come to you, that you may have life , and 
that you may have it more abundantly; as we who have received 
himdo wiraeſs, glory endleſs, to his Name forever; he is come 
that he may eſtabliſha new Covenant with-you to be your God, 
to keep and watch over you night and day,and lead and guide you 
into all eruth, and to be the Captain of your Salvation, who will 
overcome for you, and with you, and fave you th the urmoſt that 
receive him.and continue believing in kim that did never fail, that 
will never fail , but lives for ever co. make Intercellion for thoſe 
that believe in his Name, who keeps Covenant and mercy for ever: 
.And' blefſed are all thoſe that do receive him, who is the 
Covenant of reſt and peace unto their Soules for ever and 

ever. 
Oh mercyleſs people will you -fhut out reſt. and peace from 
your own ſouls; what. mercy can-you ſhew to others who ſhut 
.out the mercies of God that is tendered to you by the meaſure 
of the gift of his Son, who would have all men to come to the know- 
ledge of bis truth (in them) that they may be ſaved; aud the _ 
| ally 
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daily declared and ——__ _ 4 life of it lived in, (that 
renderes to all their-dues)- and the daily ſufferings for Righte- 
ouſneſs ſake is manifeſted from one end-of the Nation to the 
other, for be that wi! live righteous doth ſuffer, and he that will 
live wickally can never dere more liberty ; (o thereis liberty 
for men of an evil conſcience to ſerve the Nevil, but none will be 
granted for men of a good Conſcience to ſerve the Lord; but 
thoſe, that ſerve God do and muſt make bold to take it, that is 
liberty of Conſcience to ferve him, though it coft our mortal 
lives : fowe have it,and ſhall haveirt,whether the enemy of God, 


the Devil will or not; for we know the worſt of it, our per-- 


ſecuters can but kill-che body, .and ſpoile the Goods, or baniſh 


us into another Land, and that but by permiſſion too: but. 


of late che. .Lord hath: been -pleaſed to ſuffer them to ſhew 
In all Nations what .a ſpirit they are-of, that he may make 
em an example to all Nations of his ſore diſpleaſure againſt ſuch 


a ſpirit, and thoſe that are ated by it, who will nor live- 


godly and righteous -in this preſent world, (chough they 
_— promiſed and ' vowed the ſame) nor ſuffer others (o 
to Aa, . 4d | 

But they that live godly and righteouſly ſhall poſſeſs the 
Nation, but the ungodly - and the wicked the Earth ſhall 
ſwallow them up ; but if we had been a people that had 
forfeited our liberty , either by plotting or contriving evil 
againſt che King or his People , then there might have been ſome 
ground to have miſtruſted our Meetings, but our Meetings 
never brought forth ſuch fruit yer, nur never will ; but they 
have brought forth better fruit hitherto then all the Meetings 


beſides in the Nation; for they have brought forth the. 


peaceable fruit of ,Rrighteouſneſs, and a holy Converſation, 
(which doth unto al Men as they would be done unto, ſeeking 
the Salvation of their Souls whip would deſtroy our bodies) 


that all the Prieſts in the Nation and Biſhops to help them, could 
never yet bring forth ſuch fruit with all their Meetings ; 
and that makes them manifeſt they are not ſent of God, 
but are come in their own, name, , and therefore do not profit the 
people; for .that is the mark.the Lord by his Praphet fet. _ 
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upon them that came iti whe own nzme, by which they may be- 
known co ali; for that Minidry that profirs not the. People: 
is good for nothing, bt is 4s the ſalt that bath loft its ſavour, 
good for nothing but to be caft ont; and as they heve laboured, 
and ſtill do endeavour to tread the Lords Truth and Pevple 
under foor, ſo ſhall they be troden under foot ; the power and 
ſpirit of the Lord God of Life will performe it, for eche'People 
have ſpent their Monies for that which is not good, and their 

labour for that which profits not. | | 
And now the Lord hath manifeſted the good and perfedt gift, 
that is giver to profie withal, the envy of the Devil would 
not ſuffer Men to be taught to profit by it; therefore he 
that will be raught to profit by it muſt ſtiffer Perſecution ſo the' th 
Seriptures comes to be fulfilled : he that will (be taught of ol 
God to) live Righteew- in Chriſt Feſws muſt ſuffer Perſecution : us 
and (o he doth ; but as I have ſaid, he that will live nnkoly and th 
unrighteons hath liberty enough, if he pay the Prieft for th 
teaching him, but if he benor paid then he prepares war againſt mm 
him ; ſo if -God teach a' Man the Prieſt will be paid; and Mm; 
if a Man be taught by the Devil to do wickedly the Priet' be 
will be paid; fo of all che Trades and Callings in the Nation 4 
they have the advantage, becauſe they have a Law to compel! th. 
people tocome to their ſhop, and another to make them pay all 
whether they will have their Merchandize or not :. bat we thy 
who are tanght of God t deny all wngodiineſs and  covrtonſe wh 
meſs, which # Idolatry, do refuſe the teachings of choſe that wi 
the Lord never fent; and becauſe we will not buy their Merchandize ou 
any worez nor come into their Market place the Magiſtrates 
would compell us by a Law againſt 'Recuſants, and thereby B"\ 
heve made great ſpoit of our Goods, and then the Prieft he H: 
caſts into Prifon, and feizes the remainder for his Tyrhes (as be the 
calls it) for reaching of chem (as he faith) that hears him WI 
not, and do both. deny him and Ins teachings ; who inftead 's 
of breaking the bread of life to their ſouls defſtroyes their are 
bodies in Prifons , and takes the bread from their Wives and Coj 
Children: Ler all people judge what fpitit thefe be the frnits of! 
and if there be any-fo blind chat cannot fee from DD 
; | things 
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thing come, let chem ask the witne(s of Godin their own Con- 
ſciences, :and ut wil! truly informe them ; bur we' having a 
true knowledge of them by the {pirit of truth chat is come, 
which we having received, are taught by it co ſtand witneſſes 
for God and his Eternal Truth againft them, and wo would 
be unto us if we ſhould not, but mult in faithfulneſs to 
our God and all people deny to uphold that which deceives 
them, and would deftroy their ſouls for unjuſt gain ; for it 
is writted, And I beard another voice from tieaven , ſaying, 
Come out of ber my people that ye be not partakers of ber fins, 
ond that ye receive not of her plagues, Revel, 18. 4. 

The Heavenly voice or voice from Heaven we have heard, 
that which calls out of great Babylon; and we hearing and 
obeying that bleſſed voice, it hath lead, and is leading 'of 
us (our of that City of confuſion and wickedneſs where all 
the innocent blood is found) into Zion the City of God, 
that is unity and fellowſhip with Godin the ſpirit; and truly we 
would fave all people to come into fellowſhip with us, that the 
may be happy ; as'weare in the fellowſhip with God our minds 
being ſtayed in the ſpirit , verily we feel life eternal; and have 
great peace with God andif we ſhould nor now obey the truth 
that is come, and hath quickned us into his living faith, then of 
all Men we were moſt miſerable, and ſhould be Traytors to 
the life, Crown and Dignity of the Son of God; and then alaſs 


what ſhould we do, or whether ſhonld we go from the. 


wrath of the Lord , but his vengeance would find us 
out, 

But now as we do in boldneſs confeſs him before Men, and 
give up our lives, that his will may be done in Earth as in 
Heaven ; we feel the joy of Heaven and ſuch blefſed peace that 
the world cannot take from us let them ſend us whether they 
will, cthey can never ſeperate us from the life of God; he 
is with us in Priſons, Dungeons and holes where ever we 
are caſt for his Name (ſake, there is he in(pirit with us to 
comfore us, and uphold and ſtrengthen us, or elfe we could 
never have held out to, this day had not-the mighty power 
kept us, and renewed our firength that we have not fainted, 
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25 Z that notwithſtandi ng we: have ſuffered! much, yet we have overs 


come much; and ſo. the more we ſuffer the more we may; and 
though the outward Man decay through hardſhips and cruel 
impriſonments, yet weare more and wore renewed in ſtrength 
and vigor inthe inward Va daily ; that we are through the 
Almighty ftrength of our God better able to ſuffer then ever, 
and much more ſtronger then ever, (I ſpeak only of thoſe that 
continue in the faith }and the more we looſe of the things of this 


world for his truth ſake, the more we feel of the rieaven]y - 


trealure- and that riches which our miſerable enemies can never 
take from us; ſo we looſe the worſe for the better, aid our 
enemies get nothing that ſhall remain with ther, but the curle, 
torments and plagues for all their labour and paines; and wo for 
ever is their portion if they repent not ſpeedily ; Oh that they 
would but come and (ee the Salvaticn of our God, and taft how 
good che Lord 1s, before the day that is haſtning pais-over tlieir 
heads, and time be no more. 

Do nct the Kings and Rulers of the Earth infli& ſore puniſhs 
ments upon (ſuch whom they judge Traytors to their Crown 
and Dignity, and do not they count it juſt, then is it not juſt 
that che great ing of Heaven and Earth (who hath ſent his Son a 
Light into. the World, a leader and captain of Salvation to 
all thoſe that believe in his Name) ſhould: cut off and de. 
troy all ſich who call themſelves by his Name, and: o wn 
him in words. to be their; King ,, and call nim Lord ; yet 
betray, hate, pierceand giievethe-meaſure of his precious life, 
and (ſpirit of truth in themſelves; and alſo all thoſe in whom 
ſome ever it doth appear to Teprove- them, perſecnte;,  im- 
priſon, ſpoile, kill, and baniſh them 3 that the true ſubjefts 
to the ſpiritual- Law. of. Chi ſt- in cheir hearts, (who are the 
true Worſhippers'that wor ſhip God in the (pirit) are accounted 
as ſheep for the ſJaughter , ſhall not. the Lord be avenged of 
ſuch a.Generation who are enenies to his life, (even to that which 
they do profels ) and Traytors to hjs Crown and - Dignity, 
in labouriag to exalt the-{pirit-of Antichriſt and his power, who 
was a, perlecuter frum his beginning, and fo will be-unto his 
end. Ru Sr 


Whom. 
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who ſhines in the hearts of but people, and »ives them the light of the 
knowledge of. the glory of G04; that makes them deſpile the glory 
of the World, and trampic the worlds honours (that Men give 
and reeeive one of another in the unbelieving curſed nature) 
under their feet, but exalt the crue ſeed, and honourable of God 


) over and above al]; whoſe right it is toreign over all that, which 


remaines in the fall. | 

And he is beginning to judg among the Nations, and ſhall rebuke 
many people, and the ſwords begin to be beat into plow-ſhares, and 
the fpeares into pruning hooks, (and it #« coming ) that Nations ſhall 
not lift up ſword againſt Nation; neither ſhall they learn war any 
more, for the houſe of Jacob begines to be a Nation. on_the Earth; 
who ſaith to the Inhabitants thereof, Come ze tothe light and walk 
with us in the light :f the Lord, for the day is come that the branch of 
the Lord begins to be beautiful md glorious 5 but the d- is ard ſhall 
be terrible and dreadful upon all the Cedars of Lebanon that are hiob 
and lefied up, and upon all the Oxks of Baſhan, and their loftineſs 
ſhall be bowed down, and their haughtineſs. ſhall be made luw-; and 
the Taols by ſhall utterly aboliſh; = the idol Shepherds ſhall howle ; 
but with Righteouſneſs (hall be judg the poor, and reprove with equity 
for the megk of the Earth; but the Earth be # ſmiting with-the rod of 
his mouth, and witb the breath of his lips ſhall be flay the wicked, 
that the Earth may be full of the knowledg of the Lord ; for the Root 


of Jeſſe is riſen, and ſtands an Enfigne to the People, and to jt the 


Gentiles begin to ſeek, and bis glorious reſt is ſound , bleſſed be bis 
gloricus Name: Mzny can ſay, beho!4 God #4 my Salvation., T will 
truſt and not be afraid, for the Lord Jehovah a my ſtrength and my 
ſong, be alſ is become my Salvation z therefore with joy dv they draw 


. water ot of the well of lite ; for the Lord bath founded Zion, and the 


poor of bis people do tru(t init, Therefore can truſkno more in lying 
vanities, but.in the Lord the foundation of our Religion, . which 
3s pure and true, and abides for ever, and the ſaved in all Nations 
ſhall low intoit, and it ſhall put anend to all the vain Religions 
in the world, which are impure and defiled,and but the inventions 
of. Men fallen from the juſt principle of God, in which the bleſſed. 

| D.3, fellows- 


C 29 ). | 
Whom Chriſt the true Light is i i{en todeſtroy, (as hath been 255 
: declared) by the breath of his mouth, and brightneſs of bis coming, 


zo ) 
: fellowſhipis, that we being COS mto do witneſs reſtoration 
and life; which life cannot conforme co the will of Man:in'the 
fall, and therefore it ſuffers, and all the Religions in the fall hath 
no fellowſhip with ic, becauſe they ſtand in another nature, and 
are ated by another ſpirit ; and therefore ſaid the Apoſtle, We 
areof God; (that was all that were gathered in the pure prin- 
.cipleof God, the truth) and the whole World (with all their 
. Religions) lay in wickednel(s, fo in the ſpirit of truth they were 
out of the world,and the whole world our of che (piric of truth, 
are in the ſpitit of wickedneſs, and there all their Religions is 
vain; but inthe ſpirit of _ doth the Lord appear, now in 
this laſt age to gather to himfelf into one ſeed that brings forth 
the birth that inherics the everlaſting Kingdom and in this ſeed 
can we truly ſay weare of God, ani hevefire the world hates u 
4 tt hated him ; and becauſe weare of God we make bold to tell 
the world, and the Rulers in the darkneſs thereof, they ſhall 
* never overcome us, but m the war they make againſt us ſhall they 
be conſumed off the earth, the ſpirit of the Lord hath ſpoken it, 
for behold at evening tide trouble, and before the morning he # not, this 
.us the portion of them that ſpoile w, and the lot of them tbat rob us : 
For the Lords Controverfie with the Nations is began , and his 
whirlewind is riſen on the coafts of the Earth, and going from 
Nationco Nation inwhich he will plead with all fleſh, and give 
them that are wicked to the ſword; and they that have pierced 
him ſhall ſee, and they that have deſpiſed him ſhall mourn, and 
all Kindreds of the Earth ſhall waile becanſe of him; for the 
hour of his judgment is come, and blefled are they that worſhip 
-Him that made Heaven and Earth, the Sea and the Fountains of 
"Waters. for Babylon is falling, and the Vine of the Earth fhall be 
gathered, for her Cluſtersare very ripe, and ready to be caft into 
-the great Winepre(s of the wrath of God ; bt write bleſſed are the 
Fyes dieinthe Lord, from henceforth ; yea, ſaith the ſpirit, that 
#bey may reſt from their labours, and therr works do follow them. 
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